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Fisheries

Tourism

Tourism | Sports Island & Cruise Touring

Island calendar

Information industry

Environmental preservation

Health and social welfare

Education in the schools

Community education

Local specialties (Brown sugar shochu spirits, Authentic Amami Oshima Tsumugi silk pongee and food)

Sister cityl Friendship city exchange programs

People connected with Amami City

Government/ Municipal assembly

Amami citizen charter/ Honorary citizens

Amami City public facilities

Amami City flower and tree
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Located approximately halfway between the Kagoshima mainland and Okinawa, Amami City is the central
city of the Amami archipelago. Situated in a subtropical climate, Amami boasts a beautiful coral recf that
expands throughout bountiful seas as well as rare plants and animals like the endemic Amami Rabbit and
Lidith's jay that inhabit the lush green inlands. Efforts are underway 1o preserve these wonders for future
generations by having Amami listed as a UNESCO World Natural Heritage Site.

Local resources such as authentic Amami Oshima tsumugi pongee, brown sugar shochu spirits, island songs
and Hatchi-Gatsu Odori dancing are viewed as engines of further development for Amami City. We are also
waorking to develop human resources who can function in a global information socicty and to expand tourisni
and exchange.

Amami City was founded on March 20th, 2006, and received attention for hosting the largest total solar
eclipse this century, the Fall Camp for the Yokohama DeNA Bay Stars baseball team, and other events.
Although our city was also hit by repeated heavy rain disasters, we are putting all of our energy into rebuilding
a strong, prosperous Amami.

The theme of this pamphlet is "Nature, people and culture together create a beautiful homeland". We hope
you gain a deeper understanding of Amami City and ask your cooperation in further developing city life.
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Amami is blessed with nature seen nowhere else in the world: subtropical forests where precious wild
plants and animals live and grow, mangroves that are called the cradles of life, and beaches surrounded
by stunning coral reefs.

In addition to the Amami Rabbit, a Special National Natural Monument, 11 other national protected
species can be found in Amami. The island, a treasure chest of endemic and rare species, is a candidate
for the UNESCO World Natural Heritage Site List.

A drama of diverse life plays out in our seas, forests and mangroves. We must continue to protect these

precious living treasures handed down from our ancestors.
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Amami Woodcock
(Endangered species)
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Amami Thrush
(National protected
species)
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Ryukyu Wild Boar (Relict)
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Amami Rabbit

(Special National Natural Monument)

(Ishikawa's Frog)
(Kagoshima prefectural protected species)
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Popular rowing contests attract more entrants every year
Women's power on full blast
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Rhythmic Roku-cho Taiko drumming
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Rice Cleaning Dance (Amami City intangible folk cultural property)

The people of Amami have sung and danced through sadness and joy
since ancient times. The Hatchi-Gatsu Odori danced in August according
to the lunar calendar is a dance of gratitude to the gods for a bountiful
harvest, and is still danced with gusto in villages and at festivals.

Boats were the mode of transportation in the seas of ancient Amami,
and fierce battles are staged at the boat-rowing competitions held at
summer festivals even today.

BERDE N\BIED TED HH3S,Hatchi-Gatsu Odori dancing, spices up a summer festival.
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The Roku-cho wraps up every party gathering.
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Beautiful Homeland Amami
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The power of song
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In Amami, people have used Shima Uta songs to pray to the gods, to respect nature, to hold traditional
annual events, and to express love. Our ancestors commended moral codes of living to these songs to be
passed down to children and grandchildren. A thriving tradition, Shima Uta songs are represent Amami
culture on the world stage, and are sung by all ages.

e o o @T%Fﬁﬂjg@T_?{XT‘tW e o o

l:l:' %f[\ B7) 2530)

FERETRIT VDI YOHFETE D) Lox
L' Tl 2 BB L D XFF Lo 2
LRI LWL TR E T ) § 2 20K

—ETHEBEZ OV <O EN B E S
FEQ—DOTT,Y<MEMS LETH Ry FAZMS &
ETH. OB T b Lo TV T,
L ASOTEREWML THEEDOZILEDLTHSLD
HiiloTOW B b L EoTwET,

o7a74—n

2715, 20064FEPIC RECORDS JAPAN& D[ ZnZ iz | T
T a—. 0. [7E ) RILE A fFeh. GIFERT IR o (K &
Barcey biliE B3, BB TARORENEB LS lchENK
AEELTHE RESERAZRESR EXE v F&£7%D. 20085
FEETYY—RLIT MALIDIERID BZEy b Fr—h
TS 201N E RBOTE L EBREVDETE EoT[B
FrIEWS 2=y FERERH L BFEOITAIE R 201MEF £ F
IHATSEVI—RL2EYT —ERBL TV,

4] A U VF a2 @norcesmw

EINEoZOEORSIF. HL1:DTEZHiN
THABUIHIURC L7 AR DA ANEDF
Cb )R H > <HR AFETD 7 & ik fizix
WHDHEL. ZDY R LHWODMIHRIZLAZAT
WBEI B FARIEHDSLE T DA S 2B NEDHH
BEBEZRLIES>TWELITREVWT EET
B LR ERDOIFEAEZBTHREUTOHE 25,
DAER AT Y Y F 2 DFRITT B ZIRC 21523
HERTVBEFELTVET,

o7n74—n

BEDHG R Y EODALETHIRF TOCEBLWT 4 —H1, 27
2TOEOEVDT T -V —HTF—HINEVIF¥TTI—DEIET
ZAEDAA VT F—HNERMB L1 —YVE— Ry I REY XLDER
LT 7aF+ 40T 4 7 AGEBEYOHR CHEEREVA=—I LR
FANTEREMED L TW 2, BERE THFE LU O ERE LT
TOVBFREI 21—V Y r Y. 2010F7 BIRHICTRHEDO A Y v —T 2~
2B EI: DK%Y Y= R, JAFFCMY ¥ 7 ELTREZ VT 7, 2011
E[PHoNGL  EENELVHigh High Highl% U U —Z [P0 5Nk
LENBWVRTYF RS YA I VT VAW E TVEMY > 5 ELTOAR,

v
j}bﬁ |:|&|@ (#FE 2%2)

WHRRKIBIIFDE ENE - T2 KU HON, hit- 72
FHZIZ WO b ANRHR DB 70l 2 TS B, D
PORLTE D KIFE LG TT, BEiih T %
DY <MD RSIZAN &, ZoFEERILO N2kl -
TELVWEWI R L2 Yy <HEZHWED LT,
ZOMOET o ERYNIT L A5, HARZ IR, 4k
T b CIHE  KTOHLEAZDEVI LR
L L7 TIIAODITEHBEHOERIF b2 K S
AR —%FoTO0E T, MPL LT EBLEORBLL
SEALVIBEZTOETWEESTOVET,

o7a74—n
TRTEBERSE TN BEREEZBOE A, 200945
1By Y I WTAY L] TTE 21— ZDEHNHKAA LD T2
[HED 5P NHKE S <[ \NBE QM| 0 EBIREMH~FhD
FW~ 170 E FIROLGEEE Y U — 2 S IE L I(—B1E
SR EBEARAER). 2011 S ACY v/ [ B SRR X
BEXvoR—VCMY VT[T 5L T o L IDREREL RS,



r6 05 ﬁ@ %

Beautiful Homeland Amami

Community Building by Citizen Collaboration
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FM Radio Station
Gonnects People
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Amami City promotes community building by keeping social connection
and harmony foremost in mind to create collaboration between citizens
and government based on self-help, mutual help and cooperation.
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Busy in Others' Affairs to
Rejuvenate the Island
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Telling the story of Amami's history
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Amami Oshima, located in the South Seas, is reknowned worldwide for
its singular history. During a long, fascinating period of hunting and
gathering. the area's status as a source of Great Green Turbo shellfish
brought it into contact with the Taira clan and the World Heritage

Chuson-ji Temple in Hiraizumi, Iwate Prefecture. Tumultuous periods of

the American military followed.
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rule by the Ryukyu Kingdom and Satsuma Clan and occupational rule by
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Telling the story of Amami's history/ Recent developments
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The Total Solar Eclipse in Amami

The total solar eclipse on July 22, 2009 could be
viewed in northern Amami Oshima and the waters of the
Tokara Strait. The world watched as the longest eclipse of
the 21st century unfolded, marking the first time in 46
years that an eclipse could be seen in Japanese territory.
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Amami Area Heavy Rain Disaster:
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Restoration and Recovery
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On October 20th, 2010, the heavy rain disaster left a huge
scar in our hearts and minds like nothing before in Amami.
Helping hands reached out in the form of the many volunteers,
aid and donations and underlined the importance of
connections at such a painful time.
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The entire city was declared a serious local disaster zone as

restoration and recovery progressed.
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One Village, One Brand
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Amami City is developing a One Village, One Brand project to utilize the island
treasures extant in Shima villages to revitalize village life, and preserve and pass on

unique culture.
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Creating warm climate brands
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Agriculture
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Amami City is situated in a subtropical maritime climate with temperate rain ideal
for the growth of crops, but agricultural pests and typhoons also cause damage.
Subtropical fruit is cultivated in addition to sugarcane and livestock.
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: Although in a precarious position as a next generation industry, fisheries X0 QUi RHORTS
RS ATO @A FEERLA R R L E~bAHoOMEIHLNTVET, are promoted by support for basic facilities and equipment, development of
processed goods, the popularization of eating fish, and expansion of sales
Forestry resources including chinquapin and Ryukyu pine abound in Amami, where outlets.
efforts are underway to promote drying and processing techniques to utilize them and
develop products such as high value-added interior architecture and furniture
materials.
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Tourism
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Hr U WERYEH IS < D) creating a New Tourist Destination

Sports [sland & Cruise Touring
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As a Port of Call for Large Cruise Shi,
BRHTIEIAR—Y 7 A 7> P2 R < HE s @ Port of Call for Large Cruise Ships
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Amami City is actively promoting a "Sports Island" concept
and improving facilities to attract sports camps and
professional baseball camps as well as national sports events.
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Dedicated berths for cruise ships have been newly
established in Amami City, which is preparing to
welcome the world's cruise ships.
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Overcoming Island Limitations to Expand Employment
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communication environment, and building e-government. The information and

communication industry is widely expected to surmount inconveniences in island life.
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Amami City is arousing public awareness of proper pet cat
care and garbage disposal, protection of the Amami Rabbit,
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The percentage of the 100,000 Amamians who are 100 years old or older is extremely high, and when
combined with the fertility rate, Amami boasts the longest lifespan and highest birthrate in Japan. Local

protecting and nurturing children to lead the future.

%&iﬂﬂiﬁj@i Children : jewels of the locality

areas continue to support the health of our seniors and create opportunities for them to stay active, while
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Amami City is creating understandable lessons to provide the  5& X T2 0T [HFE Ao FIOERZ K2 7: 0 1% H 2 RIE S EWH

hild the twenty-first t ith th kills, Sy s
chiiaren of. e twenty-firs .cen ury. " . € proven SEUES, g NI R BB IR A L s A L DI F A B F = ATH(ERRBUREE) & D The Amami City Board of Education is actively promoting education in daily life to make
abundant minds, healthy bodies and life skills they need. Local I o K X i .\ K
R EHik-RESETVE T, the slogan "Think Locally: Building Community with Education and Culture" a reality.

area studies are also emphasized as exchange programs are K . L X
Promoting lifelong learning in the schools, the home and society forges a base for

renewed and developed. L . .
continuing education that meets citizen needs.
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Brown sugar shochu spirits
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Amami is known as an island of longevity and Amamian food has gained
attention as one reason for long lifespans. New recipes and processed foods
are also popular.

EZEMICIN@EZDTS
AT AT —s 4

WEORYZ LU CEFHE o TOE L7eos S
HEOEAD L THEVRO I LT ZOFEME AL VT X
VAV RYT—= TN T avh SR SR AL,
NYRPERLT BB R EOMTAEMEEoTwE T,
ERITITOVOEM DL S ADH 2D T Al % 5o T
EAANEDTOETWTT R,

TchiDAEBTE

F—Xb—%

TG hEE BT EEED.
F—XT—FICEFEEFER
(2011fE 'R B IR Hbigi IS AE &

o — (KB R R IRERY
27— (KB RR IR ESH N
30 (QOI0ERBRHFMT AR 7~ VEFE)

BL&OIDENE
TavbEHRICLT,
BEZIvIR
(2011EREE
LE—Fa>FTRE
(BEABREFEH)

NZD
Byavh
I

> a9 HOME

>avHFvS

AEMBIFROEN

AEHH>=—

With over 1300 years of history,
100% hand-woven authentic Amami
Oshima Tsumugi silk pongee is a
mud-dyed, elaborately woven silk
fabric and is designated as a local
brand by the Patent Olffice. The city
established January fifth as "Tsumugi
Silk Pongee Day" and the fifteenth of
every month as "Tsumugi Silk Pongee
Appreciation Day" to invigorate
producing centers.
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Authentic Amami Oshima Tsumugi silk pongee
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Adding value to island products
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Exchanges with Sister and Friendship Cities

Wi gRAR T

After Stephen F. Austin University and Amami Medical College signed a

e DR NI % 30 % 2T T TH RSB AL R SR e WA D S A T D sister school agreement, Nacogdoches city and ourl city st:gned a sister}city

agreement on April 26, 1994, to promote exchange in a wide range of fields

72D PRRTAEAH 26 HITHBERAS T HRAY 2 IS U & U 7o PRRITARA BT TN G OMR  including education, culture and economy.
DEHETFIZBOT ORI BN 2T 2RO L IREIIRE > TOWE T HTE, Amami City sends Japanese junior high school students to Nacogdoches and
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receives American students in homestays here. This exchange, along with a
photograh swap, greatly contributes to the internationalization of our city.

EE E E Fﬁ Friendship City Nishinomiya
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Exchange between Nishinomiya and Naze started when the late Dr. Takemasa Kikuchi and others
volunteered to provide medical assistance throughout the Amami Islands, which were suffering a doctor
shortage for over a decade after 1955. As friendly sentiment increased between the cities via junior high
school student exchanges, the two cities first signed a Friend City agreement on October 31, 1981. In August

2006, the two cities signed an agreement (in effect to this day) to continue the Friendship City relationship
even after the formation of the new Amami City.
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Toyonaka City, Osaka: Cooperation Pact for
Friendship Cities Sharing Air Routes

Toyonaka City, an administrative district of Osaka
International Airport, is working to promote mutual
development with 29 airports in 34 cities to which it is
connected by air and revitalize airports and regional
areas.

Many people originally from Amami live in the Kansai
area. This familiarity and the convenience of Osaka
International Airport prompted the cities to sign a
Cooperation Pact for Friendship Cities Sharing Air
Routes on February 6, 2012, designed to deepen
exchange through tourism and product exhibitions. City
development that utilizes the airport to promote
exchange via sports, culture, product and tourism
development, and mutual aid in the event of a natural
disaster is expected to contribute to regional and
industrial revitalization.
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Based on the principles of self-help, mutual help and
cooperation, Amami City set a wide net of strategies for
community building that extol health and long lifespans,
encourage inter-industry collaboration in island tourism,
promote comfortable lifestyles within the natural environment
and conceive of education and culture locally to foster an
appealing local area.
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Twenty-four people sit on City Council. Standing committees
include General Planning, Education and Welfare, Industrial
Construction, and a Council Steering Comittee. Special
Comittees are also held as necessary.
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Amami City public facilities
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City Flower
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City Tree
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