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‘World Heritage’ is a type of heritage (as defined by
the World Heritage Convention adopted in 1972) that
is registered on the World Heritage List, which was
established by the United Nations Education, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). This list registers
heritage that is valuable to the extent that it deserves
to be shared by humanity as a whole, crossing
borders and ethnicity, and passed d foll
generations. 2

There are three types of World Heritage Sites: Nat
Sites, Cultural Sites, and Mixed Sites. Previously
there have been four World Natural Heritage Sites
registered in Japan until June 2011, and as of July
26th, 2021, there are five registrations, with the fifth
being ‘Amami-Oshima Island, Tokunoshima Island,
Northern Part of Okinawa Island,and Iriomote Island.
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Amami Gunto National Park,
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The Amami Archipelago boasts a diverse natural environment:

the largest subtropical-evergreen forest in Japan that is home to

rare species like the Amami rabbit, as well as the northernmost =
coral reefs in the world, tidal flats, and even mangroves. These
outstanding habitats, cultures and lifestyle of people coexisting
with nature were recognized as representative of Japan, thus the
Amami Gunto National Park was designated on March 7. 2017. We
are dedicated to employing sustainable tourism efforts to preserve L -
the unique nature left by our ancestors for the sake of future
generations.
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The Forest of Amami— a Treasure Trove of ‘Valuable Flora and Fauna
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Many incredibly valuable species of flora and fauna inhabit the forests of Amami. In order to convey the importance of this

wildlife to following generations and ensure its preservation, Amami City has enacted various measures such as the Amami

City Endangered Wildlife Protection Ordinance.
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Festrvals ¢, Events
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Amami City holds a variety ol events and festivals throughout the year,
such as the Amami Festival (Naze), the Santaro Festival (Sumiyo), and
the Ayamaru Festival (Kasari). Please have a look at these photos of the

festivities.
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