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Kasari area is surrounded by the Pacific Ocean and the East China Sea, and has small mountains
with altitudes of 200m or less running north and south. On the east side, here lies a flatland
where sugarcane and semi-tropical fruit fields are cultivated, and livestock is raised. Kasari Bay,
one of " 500 Important Wetlands in Japan," designated by the Ministry of the Environment,
Myojinzaki covers the west side. Many communities in Kasari area inherit their traditional performing arts,
passing their unique culture from generation to generation through their daily lives.
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Ushuku (Usuku or Usweeku in local dialect)

Ushuku Community is known for its nationally designated cultural property, Ushuku Kitchen Midden.
The community also has the Izumis' residence, a nationally desighated important cultural property
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allows for bountiful farming, and the community has sugar cane fields extending to the bottom of the
western mountain between the beautiful scenery of the blue ocean and sky.

Ushuku Kitchen Midden

(nationally designhated cultural property)

Asutohozon (Prayer Site/ljyungo)

Ushuku midden was discovered by Prof.
Soetsu Miyake at Kyoto University in
1933. In 1955, Kyugakkai (United Nine
S Humanities Academic Societies) Amami
. investigation committee conducted re-
. search and excavation. In 1978, an investi-
 gation was held to determine the area of
#i | the midden. A series of archaeological
w0 findings were unearthed, including a
Lo e S0 rock-arrangement housing structure from
o RS the Jomon period (approx. 13000 - 2300
: i sdERLTE years ago) as well as buried bones of a
Wil mother and a child from the Yayoi period
(@approx. BC 4 - AD 3 century). The site
was designated as a national historic site
on October 7, 1986.

"3 liyungo (spring well) at the edge of Sotet-
: subate (cycad cluster) has been used as
P the resource for drinking water as well as
Gl serving as a sacred Amuigo where Noro
priestesses used to purify themselves.
The locals say a Kubikiriya ufa (headless
hog) appears in the area between this

M /yungo and Ushuku Kitchen Midden,

o causing fears.
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Ushuku Shrine Fooswee Rock

At the wide beach at Ose area in Ushuku
Community, there lays a giant rock. The
locals call this rock Fooswee Rock. The
place has long been a play spot for chil-
dren. Their coming-of-age ritual suggests
they jump into the tide pool from the top
of the rock to get their adulthood recog-
nized.

Ushuku Shrine, jointly enshrining Sumiy-
oshi Shrine and Sugawara Shrine, was

«  built by Shinzaemon Kawaguchi in 1829. In
& 1885, Akina Community's chief members
designated the shrine as the guardian
deity of Sakibaru, Tomori, Ushuku, Shiro-
ma, and Manya communities. People hold
the Rokugatsu-to summer festival in June
of the Lunar calendar, praying for good for-
tune and harvest.
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| Ose Beach

Amami Oshima island is a major relay
point for migratory birds. Ose beach, with
rich communities of common reed
(Phragmites australis) at the mouth of
Maeda river and developed coral reefs,
served as a valuable paradise for wild
birds, providing them with ragworms and
small fish. So far, approx. 120 kinds of res-

ident and migratory bird species have
| been known to visit the beach.

. The Izumis' Residence
%@ (nationally designated cultural property)

o ¥ The Izumis' residence inherits the tradi-

tional life style from the late Edo period,
represented by a storage shed, lean-to,

b takakura storage, coral stone wall, and

shielded well that are still used today. The
house was desighated as an important
cultural property on July 12, 1994 for its

h traditional architectural style called Hiki-
§ mon structure.
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g Remains site at Ushuku Ele-
2 mentary School

i Ushuku Elementary School is located on a

plateau 12 m above sea level. The area

%1 represents a sacred spot in Ushuku Com-

munity, with a graveyard and Ushuku

% Shrine. This sand dune is formed over
| four distinctive cultural layers from early

and late Jomon period (approx. 13,000
years to 2,300 years ago), and archaeo-

: N logically valuable artifacts including resi-

dential remains and buried dog bones.

Ushuku /nesuri Dance

; 5y (Designated Cultural Property of Amami City)

The dance, which used to be a part of the
community's harvest festival in August, is
inherited today as a part of the athletic
meeting at Ushuku Elementary School
under supervision of the local seniors.
People, especially the community's wom-

- en's association, often dance at cultural

festivals and events as one of the main
attractions. The dance, designed to thank
rich harvest, consists of a series of move-
ments representing rice threshing, hulling,
and milling.




