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Setta (Shitta or Swita in local dialect)

Setta Community is known for its Setta Mankai ritual, an intangible folk-cultural property
designated by Kagoshima Prefecture. This traditional performing art, in which a male
group and a female group sing songs alternately, was seenacross all Kasari area. Today

however, only Setta Community inherits this tradition, and all residents strive to preserve “ i ‘h : / M ‘
their folk-cultural heritage. 8 ol
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(Tachigami Forest)

The forest area over the rocky place stick-
ing out to the ocean on the south side of

Amandi is situated on Okariyama Moun-
tain at a height of 180m on the north side

The majority of the south side of Setta
Community faces the ocean. The commu-

A giant rock approx. 20m tall situated in
the ocean on the south side of Setta

nity consists of, from the north to the of Setta Community. At the tip of its mid- Community is called Setta Tachigami (or Setta Community is referred to as Tachi-
south: Shiroma, Inukawa (also called /ngo slope, a stone monument was built in Tachigan). Setta Tachigan consists of gamui. Setta Tachigami is situated on the
among the locals), Akaren (Agare), and 1901 to indicate the first place where three small Tachigans: The largest rock is southern beach. Buried human bones are

Tsuchiha

Kominato (Kunyato). Setta Beach has Amamiko deity came down from heaven. known as Uya Tachigan (parent), the scattered around this giant rock, evoking

Down to the south, Amamiko shrine is sit-

_ clusters of textile-screw pine trees (lauha- small rock is Kwa Tachigan (child), and fear among the locals.
/ Ka Sa I‘I TOW “ b | =~ . la). People used to have maaseebu horse uated on a hill in the community. These the smallest is called Maa Tachigan In the 1980's, the community residents,
T t T \ zi«#- . A - - < R . = races as well as catch fish by driving them shrines indicate that the island inherits (grandchild). trying to develop and organize the area to
a sugo own C Amami City Local Produce m a ml c l ty R - - | ~  into an enclosed fence using textile-screw composite myths of Tenson Korin (the de- It is said night fishers often see Ken- make a park, found a number of human
W Market and Rest Area = e ~ :' : ' & pine tree leaves. scent on the earth by the creators) and E mun-macchi (mysterious fires) in this area. bones. Although their park building proj-

= ect was abandoned, a cemetery park
might be better suited for this spot.

e Neriyakanaya (paradise over the horizor)
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Kasari area is surrounded by the Pacific Ocean and the East China Sea, and has small mountains
with altitudes of 200m or less running north and south. On the east side, here lies a flatland
where sugarcane and semi-tropical fruit fields are cultivated, and livestock is raised. Kasari Bay,
one of " 500 Important Wetlands in Japan," designhated by the Ministry of the Environment,

Myojinzaki covers the west side. Many communities in Kasari area inherit their traditional performing arts,
passing their unique culture from generation to generation through their daily lives.
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New Year Mankai

Setta Stone Quarry Kami Michi (Deity Path)

—=4y Stone Monument

This is a traditional event held on New
Year's day of the Lunar calendar. The par-
ticipants are grouped by their gender and
sing songs alternately while gesturing in-
vitingly. Three-stringed instrument San-
shin and handheld drum Chijin accompa-
ny the songs. While other communities

The mountains on the west side of Yo
Community are collectively called "Mu-
rayama." Hachiman Shrine was built at the
midslope of Murayama, which has long
been considered as an elevated sacred
spot. The deity of this Hachiman Shrine
was enshrined from Arata Hachiman

#274 The narrow path running on the western
slope of Amami Park’s entrance was de-
veloped as the first route to Wano Com-
munity. A stone monument stands at
Amami Park’s side to tell this fact. The

¥ areais called Mattsunuhira, containing

| Kami yama (sacred mountain), Kami michi

2. There are two kami michi, on the east and
Zete the west, in Setta Community. On the
| western slope of Amami Park area, runs
S #&% | Kami Michi River along one kami michi.
£ 55 The bridge over it has the name of Kami
= == Michi Bridge. The other deity path is
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= found between Setta Community Center
W and Setta Nursery School. Setta is a rep-
resentative community that illustrates the
&% island’s connection with deities, featuring
(e the Tenson Korin myth, Amamiko Shrine,

# coral stone tombs, and Noro priestess
tombs.

used to have similar events, only Setta (deity's path), and Kami kawa (holy river). Shrine, in Kagoshima, in 1890 to protect
Community inherits this tradition. Ka- the community which experienced seri-
goshima Prefecture designated Setta Vel JRRRY e ottt head 1 S T g O N I e i R T T i < ¥ ous damage from fire and typhoons in the
Mankai as an intangjble folk-cultural prop- 7 "SRRI G TFEECEEE TS R NS SR A T S W Kt Ti "?l-ag_— 5 Me']' period. The current shrine was re-
erty on April 22, 2008. & e T e el 457 e S SRR, | . S ' : < T et ﬁ‘ built in 1936.
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