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Kasari area is surrounded by the Pacific Ocean and the East China Sea, and has small mountains
with altitudes of 200m or less running north and south. On the east side, here lies a flatland
where sugarcane and semi-tropical fruit fields are cultivated, and livestock is raised. Kasari Bay,
one of " 500 Important Wetlands in Japan," designated by the Ministry of the Environment,
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Myojinzaki covers the west side. Many communities in Kasari area inherit their traditional performing arts,
passing their unique culture from generation to generation through their daily lives.
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Nakaganeku
(Naaganeku in local dialect)

Akakina Community is a collective term consisting of Sato, Nakaganeku, and Soto-
ganeku sub communities. The origin of "Hakina" (Akakina) is not known, but some
say it is from Kina, which means field burning. Akakina is one of the largest com-
munities in Kasari area, and has been the political and economic center of northern
Amami Oshima island. The community has a number of historical remains and

sites.

Akakina's Miki

Miki drink is an essential element in the
Shibasashi rituals in August of the Lunar
calendar across communities in Amami
Oshima island. Miki, a kind of fermented
drink, with its traditional island taste, is
also indispensable to Noro priestess'
prayers and other community rituals.
Akakina's Miki is a sticky, fermented
drink with a soft taste which turns into
an acid flavor after a few days. It
serves as healthy food in the sub - trop-
ical summer among the locals.

f.l# Sugawara Shrine

: 4 Sugawara Shrine, enshrining the deity

~u...-F of learning, is S|tuated in the mountains

on the east side of Kasari Central

s Community Center. It was originally two
# stone lanterns of precious stone donated

5 by Satsuma (mainland Kagoshima) offi-

- cials. Den'emon Shirao in the mid 1800's

" | recorded this shrine as Benten-Itsukushi-
- ma Shrine in his Akakina history record.

' The shrine was relocated to Sato in 1897,

then to the current location in 1929.
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The Maeshima clan's Grave

Mitsuki Yama Mountain

Brown sugar factory

The Mii Residence
(Yokome Office Site)

Akakina region has some traditional

Takamori Saigo's Pole
(Nakaganeku Community Center)

Takamori Saigo, one of the major
figures in the Meiji Restoration, was
expelled to Amami islands twice. Prior to
that, he visited Amami Oshima in 1859 as
a Satsuma officer. Officer Saigo visited
various communities, and Akakina was
one such community where he had study
workshops. The previous building of

-~ Nakaganeku Community Center was the
! workshop site. One of its poles, the one

~. Saigo leaned on, is preserved at today's
Nakaganeku Community Center.
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4l roofing tiles were used.

d Akakina Elementary School
(Yoshito Office Site)

Akakina Elementary School opened in

Ex-Nakaganeku
Community Center Site

Saigo visited Amami Oshima in 1859 as a
Satsuma officer. He communicated with
the youth on the island. The previous
Nakaganeku Community Center, one of
the representative architectural designs
in the late Edo period, was the site where
the locals welcomed officer Saigo. The
community center was relocated to and
reconstructed at the current place. Its
ridge beam has a traditional prayer text,
Shibiranka, for safety and welfare.

2 statue of Kinjiro Ninomiya

figure in the Meiji Restoration) side by

trees," is found at the side of the main
entrance.

functions in Amami Oshima.

Amami Society of Commerce

Y Kasari Fire Station Branch

residences, and the Mii residence is one

,  of them. The site of the Mii residence is a
. historical site of Yokome (chief assistant
| . officer's) office. The well is made of coral

" stone and is more than 150 years old. The
. traditional takakura warehouse was built
more than 100 years ago. The building

! was built in 1955 and special Mijyora

1878. The current school has a bronze

(a representative figure of learning and
hard work) and Takamori Saigo (a major

side. A slogan, "Akakina children, be giant
The place was a historic site of Yoshito

(governor officer's) office. Akakina was
the first community equipped with city
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To Wano / Manya

To Tekebu

Akakina Catholic Church

Akakina was a political center of former
Kasari Town. Catholic missionaries came
to this place in the Meiji period (1868 -
1912). They used a leased house for their
missionary work in the early years. In
1926, the Canadian Catholic branch of the
Franciscans built a wooden church,
priest's house, and kindergarten. The
church was the missionary site of Kasari
peninsula. The building was renovated
and reconstructed by the Order of Friars
Minor Capuchin after WWII.

Source: A study on the Catholic Churches
in AMAMI-OSHIMA

Memorial Monument and
Bombproof Shelter Site

There are many historical sites that tell the
horrors of war. In Akakina, students,
teachers and other commoners were killed
in a bombproof shelter.

A formation of US aircrafts flew over Kasari
area at 13:00 on August 6,1945 - the same
day of the Hiroshima atomic

bombing. The community had the students
and young female teachers evacuated to
the bombproof shelter-the only shelter in
the community. A bomb, however, hit the
shelter and killed 40 people in there. Such
tragedy should not be forgotten.




