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1 Kannonji Temple Site (Sato)

Atter Satsuma's military attack in 1609, the magis-
trate's temporary office was set in Akakina and the
first city function in Amami Oshima was established.
Akakina Kannonji Temple was built in 16/5. Until its
relocation to ltsubu in Naze, Amami City, the temple
was the educational center and symbol for both sa-
murai and commoners for approx. 144 years. The
tomb of the first chief priest is found at the site.

2 Northern Limit of Mangroves (Tekebu)

Agare, the south side of Herego (Hirai River), is a dry
beach that is the northern limit of mangrove trees in
Amami Oshima island. The dry beach is a habitat of
rare species, including crabs, goby fish, and birds.
The mangrove tree filters water containing mud,
soil, and rich minerals from the land.

3 The Sonos' Garden (Yoan)

he Sonos' residence, a compound consisting of
the main building and annex, was desighated as a
tangible cultural property of Japan. The garden on
the east side is a designated cultural property of
Amami City. The building, featuring a hipped roof
with steel sheet rooting, consists of a main room
(B8-tatami mats large), a bedroom and an annex. The
complex illustrates Amami's representative and tra-
ditional architecture.

4 Yeahyeah Cave Ruins (Tsuchihama)

This limestone cave has a forest atop it, and the ceil-
ing has collapsed. The cave was a sky burial site in
the early modern ages, and the locals fear the
human bones in Yeahyeah cave, calling them
Gushu gami (people from another world). In 1963,
Masatumi Nagai and Itaru Mishima held research
and excavation at the ruins and discovered some
potsherds with nail-shaped patterns from the
Jomon and Yayoi periods (approx. 13,000 years
ago - the 3rd century AD).
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Come visit all 29 communities!

Each community has a
tourist information sign illustrating
its unique cultural & historical properties
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Ayamaru Misaki Tourist Park

* Seawater swimming pool
* Cycad tree cluster

* Ground golf course
"cycling train," kid's playground

Amami City
Folk Heritage Museum
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Kasari area is surrounded by the Pacific Ocean and the East China Sea, and has small mountains with
altitudes of 200m or less running north and south. On the east side, here lies a flatland where sugarcane
and semi-tropical fruit fields are cultivated, and livestock is raised. Kasari Bay, one of "' 500 Important
Wetlands in Japan," desighated by the Ministry of the Environment, covers the west side. Many

communities in Kasari area inherit their traditional performing arts, passing their unique culture from
generation to generation through their daily lives.
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6 Cape Ayamaru, One of the

"10Great Views of Amami" (Sakibaru)
Ayamaru is named after its circular shape resemblinga

“___:?'-‘u ball (mari) made of twill fabric (aya). It is said that local

-« deities reside inthe mountain at Cape Ayamaru, which
- IS considered a sacred mountain, linked with the concep-

tion of Amami Nirai (paradise over the horizon) and the
widely shared myth 7Tenson Korin (the descent on the
earth by the creators). It is said that aholy temple
stood at the top of Ayamaru mountain, where today's
observation platform is situated. The entire hill at the
cape was the ruin site of Ayamaru Gusuku(fortress)as is be-
lieved by thelocal people. The view from the cape is rec-
ognized as one of the"10great views of Amami."

7 St. Michael Catholic church in Central Kasari
(Angelus bell) (Kasari 3nd Ward)

Father Chohachi Nakamura started his missionary
activity in 1903, and St. Michael Catholic Church in
Central Kasari was established 1915. In 1951, the
church was relocated to its current address, and
the main building was built in 1972. Its "Angelus Bell,"
lost during WWII, was found and returned to the
church on December 10, 1984.

8 Kasarizaki lighthouse and Otomizu waterfall
(Yo)

Kasarizaki (Kasari cape) Lighthouse, located at the
northern tip of Amami Oshima island, is also known
as Yo Misaki (cape) Lighthouse. From atop the solid
rock at the edge of Kasarizaki cape, the lighthouse
has been in operation since March 31, 1962, provid-
INng a navigational beacon for ships traveling north-
bound and southbound from the height of 6/ m
above sea level. A stream running along the rocky
stretch to the lighthouse is a sacred purification site
for the local deities.

9 Sani August Dance (Sani)

Designated as an intangible cultural folk asset of Ka-
ooshima Prefecture in 2011. In August of the Lunar
i # calendar representing the beginning of a new
g I 15‘ season, the community residents visit each other's
g o houses and dance on two occasions: Arasetsu
~ (new beginning) and Shibasashi (purification). They

dance to pray for safety, purification, and reposing
the souls of ancestors. Today, the ritual is simplified
and combines with a previously separate event, /a-
neoroshi (harvest festival). The dance ritual/festival
finishes with Amami's traditional up-beat Rokucho
dance. ~ -
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