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Kasari area is surrounded by the Pacific Ocean and the East China Sea, and has small mountains
with altitudes of 200m or less running north and south. On the east side, here lies a flatland
where sugarcane and semi-tropical fruit fields are cultivated, and livestock is raised. Kasari Bay,
one of " 500 Important Wetlands in Japan," designated by the Ministry of the Environment,
Myojinzaki covers the west side. Many communities in Kasari area inherit their traditional performing arts,
passing their unique culture from generation to generation through their daily lives.
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Yo (Yu in local dialect)

Yo Community is located at the northern tip of Amami Oshima island. Kasarizaki, often
called Cape Yo, is home to Kasarizaki Lighthouse, which serves as a beacon to help /
the safe voyages of ships traveling far north of Amami Oshima and the channel be-
tween Amami Oshima and Kikaijima island.The lighthouse provides a great panoramic
view of the horizon and a beautiful contrast of blue sky and green mountains.
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Yomisaki Historical Remains Tonpara

Yomisaki remains are located at the sand
dune at the Cape Yo Beach. From these
| complex ruins, prehistoric remains from
“* the 3rd -5th and the 6th - 7th centuries
were discovered, such as some sites of
prehistoric settlement and various pot
sherds including Amami's unique Kaneku
type (decorated shellwork pieces similar
to those found in Koden ruin in Tanegashi-
ma island) were discovered. The dune un- ing a large number of fish with it. Visitors
s derwent several developments from the - > - can enjoy a great view from the stepping
= Jomon period (approx. 13000 - 2300 = rocks at Cape Yo.
& years ago) and was fully formed in the
Kodai era (3rd - 7th centuries), corre-
sponding to the period in which the ruins
# were formed. The entire dune forms a
=7 small collection of different ruins.
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Kasarizaki (Kasari cape) Lighthouse, lo- - Shunkanekwa is a New Year event relat-
cated at the northern tip of Amami - ing to the venomous Habu snake, in the
Oshima island, is also known as Yo Misaki 1 hope of keeping the snakes away. In the
(cape) Lighthouse. From atop the solid previous era, children would gather at a
rock at the edge of Kasarizaki cape, the house, spending three nights, from the
lighthouse has been in operation since New Year's to the 3rd, participating in Shi-
w March 31,1962, providing a navigational mauta folk song games. play. Since 1976,
beacon for ships traveling northbound . asociety for the preservation of Shunk-
and southbound from the height of 67/ m _. _ ki _ | anekwa has striven to keep this part of
above sea level. A stream running along o 1 | ~y =~ cultural heritage, but the decreasing

the rocky stretch to the lighthouse is a ' | b number of children in the community

® sacred purification site for the local dei- - poses an issue for the future.

ties. % (Intangible Cultural Asset of Amami City)

From Cape Yo, a mudflat, Tompara rock,
and Sandon rock can be seen in the
northwest direction. From Cape Yo to
Tompara rock, there lies a reef stretching
for approx. 3.6 km with a height of 13 m.
The spot is known - according to the local
fishermen - to be a high-risk area of the
ocean, with untamed waves and several
Black Currents flowing to the north, bring-
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Yo Beach and Nagahama

Yo Community stretches to the north and
the south, consisting of Ushiro, Naka
Gusuku, Mae, and Araho blocks divided
by the paths running to the east and the
north. The shoreline is formed by a sandy
beach and reef. Strangely shaped Chinji
rock at the north is a landmark of this
community. From Yo Community to the
cape, beautiful scenery can be seen, with
| textile screw pine trees (lauhala) and a
white beach, serving as a good egg-laying
spot for turtles.

Nyadenbana

The Yo and Suno communities share a
heroic (Hojyoromui) legend. A Hojyoro-
mui from Yo and another from Suno
fought with each other. These two heroes
continued fighting until both of them died.
The legend says, the Hojyoromui from Yo,
_ after his death, emitted light from Nya-
denbana at the northern edge of the com-
munity. The people in the community con-
| sider this Nyadenbana as a mysterious
& % spot, as it is said that the place served as
,** & w4 asky burial spot for a long time and some
! human bone pieces have even been
found there.

% Hachiman Shrine

The mountains on the west side of Yo
Community are collectively called "Mu-
rayama." Hachiman Shrine was built at the
midslope of Murayama which has long
g been considered as an elevated sacred
#%2 spot. The deity of this Hachiman Shrine
| was enshrined from Arata Hachiman
' Shrine, in Kagoshima, in 1890 to protect

@ the community which experienced seri-
; ous damage from fire and typhoons in the
e Meiji period. The current shrine was re-

§ builtin 1936.

Mufu lkeno, a singer (Shu lkeno)

Amami Oshima's Shimauta folk songs are
classified into two groups: Kasan songs in
the northern area (including Kasari) and
Higya songs in the south. Mufu Ikeno was
born in 1900 in Yo Community. After
graduating from Oshima Agricultural
School, Mufu worked as the Gover-
nor-General of Taiwan and came back to
the island in 1961. He worked hard to pre-
serve and pass Shimauta folk songs to
the following generations, forming an as-
sociation for Amami folk song preserva-
tion. Mufu was appointed to the first
chairman. Mufu left a rich collection of re-
cords illustrating Kasan songs' distinctive
melodies and intonation.




