Welcome to the Ushuku Shell Mound

Amami Oshima. Near the coral-rich waters of Amami lies an ancient site from the Jomon period. L
The Ushuku Shell Mound. They have revealed shellfish and marine remains,as well as the ruins
of a stone-pit structure, clay vessels, and bone and horn tools. The Jomon period lasted for over
ten thousand years.Humans and nature existed in harmony as one. From this deep connection, the

Amami Jomon way of life was formed. The Jomon people of Amami settled in pit dwellings. They

hunted, gathered, and fished, thriving in balance with the natural world.Amami’s story is unique.

It never experienced the Yayoi period, which brought rice cultivation to mainland Japan. Why?
Because Amami’s lands were abundant, overflowing with nature’s blessings. There was no need to
transition to agriculture. As a result, the Amami Jomon way of life continued for centuries, lasting
until the Middle Ages. A society in harmony with nature. A vision of sustainability. These are the
Amami Jomon SDGs. The Ushuku Shell Mound holds the key to a sustainable way of life. If you
seek the secrets of the Jomon and SDGs, come to the Ushuku Shell Mound in Amami Oshima.
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