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After Stephen F. Austin University and Amami Medical College signed a sister school
agreement, Nacogdoches city and our city signed a sister city agreement on April 26, 1994,
to promote exchange in a wide range of fields including education, culture and economy.

Amami City sends Japanese junior high school students to Nacogdoches and receives

American students in homestays here. This exchange, along with a photograh swap,
greatly contributes to the internationalization of our city.
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Exchange between Nishinomiya and Naze started when the late Dr. Takemasa Kikuchi and others
volunteered to provide medical assistance throughout the Amami Islands, which were suffering a
doctor shortage for over a decade after 1955. As friendly sentiment increased between the cities via

i — Junior high school student exchanges, the two cities first signed a Friend City agreement on October
= 31, 1981. In August 20086, the two cities signed an agreement (in effect to this day) to continue the
Friendship City relationship even after the formation of the new Amami City.
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Toyonaka City, Osaka: Cooperation Pact for Friendship Cities Sharing Air Routes

Toyonaka City, an administrative district of Osaka International Airport, is working to promote mutual
development with 29 airports in 34 cities to which it is connected by air and revitalize airports and regional areas.
Many people originally from Amami live in the Kansai area. This familiarity and the convenience of Osaka
International Airport prompted the cities to sign a Cooperation Pact for Friendship Cities Sharing Air Routes on
February 6, 2012, designed to deepen exchange through tourism and product exhibitions. City development

that utilizes the airport to promote exchange via sports, culture, product and tourism development, and mutual

aid in the event of a natural disaster is expected to contribute to regional and industrial revitalization.
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Minakami village, Gunma Prefecture
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