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Hello. I am Yasuda Sohei, and I assumed office as the fifth mayor
of Amami City on December Ist, 2021.

I will work with all my might for the development of the
city government, while firmly inheriting the foundation and
backbone that have been built since the birth of Amami City on
March 20th, 2006.

The area of Amami City makes up 40% of the entire island and
consists of 3 areas; the bustling main center Naze, the deep
forests and clear streams of Sumiyo, and the vast farmland
accompanied by the breathtaking coastline of Kasari.

Amami Oshima boasts plentiful nature such as a rich subtropical
evergreen forest, as well as an expansive mangrove forest,
where endemic or endangered species unique and irreplaceable
globally like the Amami rabbit (a nationally designated Special
Natural Monument) reside.

In addition, the air of nostalgia and remnants of our rich history
are part of the attraction of Amami City. Many cultural assets
remain such as historic sites and buildings preserved in each
region, as well as traditional cultures like ‘shima-uta’ folksongs
and ‘hachi-gatsu odori’ dances.

On July 26th, 2021, the World Natural Heritage Site of Amami
Oshima, Tokunoshima, Northern Okinawa, and Iriomotejima
was established through the efforts of all concerned over many
years, providing an excellent opportunity for the treasures of the
islands that our ancestors have protected and passed down to be
shared around the world.

We will seize this opportunity and strive to realize a "happy,
friendly, and open city of the future, Amami City.”

We sincerely hope this booklet piques your interest in our home,
Amami City.

Amami City Mayor Yasuda Sohei
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‘World Heritage’ is a'type of '‘heritage (as defined
by the World Heritage :Convention adopted in 1972)
that is registered on the ‘'World Heritage List, which
was established-by:the United;Nations Education;
Scientific and Cultural Or_ganization (UNESCO). This

“list registers. heritagefthat is valuable. to-the extent
~‘that it deserves to be shared by humanity as a

whole, crossing ‘bordersyand ethn|C|ty, -and passed e
down to foIIowmg generatlons :
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- Amami Guntop National Parf;
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The Amami Arclﬁ_pelago boasts a diverse natural environment;
the largest subtropical-evergreen forest in Japan that is home to
rare species like the Amami rabbit, as well as the northernmost
coral reefs in the world, tidal flats, and even mangroves. These
outstanding habitats, cultures and lifestyle of people coexisting
with nature were recognized as representative of Japan, thus the
Amami Gunto National Park was designated on March 7, 2017. We
are dedicated to employing sustainable tourism efforts to preserve
the unique nature left by our ancestors for the sake of future

generations.
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Festrvals ¢, Events
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Amami City holds a variety ol events and festivals throughout the year,
such as the Amami Festival (Naze), the Santaro Festival (Sumiyo), and

the Ayamaru Festival (Kasari). Please have a look at these photos of the
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Creating a City of Health I Longevity
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Amami City has established a continuous support system for
marriage, pregnancy, childbirth and child care, and actively
promotes comprehensive countermeasures to the falling birth rate
of Japan. We are striving to create an environment where every
citizen can live healthily with peace of mind, from children to the
elderly and those with disabilities.
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Creating a Tourism Destination Island through Cooperation with Industries
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Creating a City of Education and Culture, Teaching and Learning in the Region
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Creating an Attractive Region
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Amami city has diverse world-class nature, cultures and "spirit of
Yui (tie)” to support with each other.

To make the city attractive with these features, we promote the
region to be an island model by various knowledges and know-
hows through internal and external combination with citizen,
industries and other local governments as well as international

exchanges.
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