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On March 20, 2006, the towns of Naze, Sumiyo, and Kasari
merged o form Amami City.

Amami City makes up 40% of the island of Amami Oshima and
consists of three areas; the bustling main center of Naze, the
deep forests and clear streams of Sumiyo, and the vast farmland
accompanied by the breathtaking coastline of Kasari.

Amami Oshima is renowned for its diverse range of rare flora
and fauna. Among its notable inhabitants is the Amami rabbit,
a nationally designated Special Natural Monument. Recently,
the global significance of the region was recognized, leading to
the registration of Amami Oshima, along with Tokunoshima,
Northern Okinawa, and Iriomotejima, as a UNESCO Natural
World Heritage site on July 26, 2021.

Furthermore, the air of nostalgia and remnants of its rich history
are part of the attraction of Amami City. Many cultural assets
remain, such as historic sites and buildings preserved in each
region and traditional cultures like ‘shima-uta’ folksongs and
‘hachi-gatsu odori” dances.

After World War 11, the Nansei Islands south of 30 degrees north
latitude, including the Amami Islands, were administratively
separated from Japan and placed under the control of the
US. military
movement, and their efforts resulted in the long-awaited return

. Islanders and related parties united in a peaceful

of the islands to Japan.
The year 2023 marks the 70th anniversary of the return of
the Amami Islands to Japan in 1953. We will continue to carry
on the dreams and spirit of unity passed down through the
generations as we showcase our island to the world.
We sincerely hope this booklet piques your interest in Amami
City and the history of its return to Japarn.

Amami City Mayor Yasuda Sohei
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