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On March 20, 2006, the towns of Naze, Sumiyo, and Kasari
merged o form Amami City.
Amami City makes up 40% of the island of Amami Oshima and
consists of three areas; the bustling main center of Naze, the
deep forests and clear streams of Sumiyo, and the vast farmland
accompanied by the breathtaking coastline of Kasari.
Amami Oshima is renowned for its diverse range of rare flora
and fauna. Among its notable inhabitants is the Amami rabbit,
a nationally designated Special Natural Monument. Recently,
the global significance of the region was recognized, leading to
the registration of Amami Oshima, along with Tokunoshima,
Northern Okinawa, and Iriomotejima, as a UNESCO Natural
World Heritage site on July 26, 2021.
Furthermore, the air of nostalgia and remnants of its rich history
are part of the attraction of Amami City. Many cultural assets
remain, such as historic sites and buildings preserved in each
region and traditional cultures like ‘shima-uta’ folksongs and
‘hachi-gatsu odori” dances.
After World War 11, the Nansei Islands south of 30 degrees north
latitude, including the Amami Islands, were administratively
separated from Japan and placed under the control of the
U.S. military. Islanders and related parties united in a peaceful
movement, and their efforts resulted in the long-awaited return
of the islands to Japan.
The year 2023 marks the 70th anniversary of the return of
the Amami Islands to Japan in 1953. We will continue to carry
on the dreams and spirit of unity passed down through the
generations as we showcase our island to the world.
We sincerely hope this booklet piques your interest in Amami
City and the history of its return to Japan.

Amami City Mayor Yasuda Sohei
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HREEL(E, 1972 F (BM47 F) [CFEIREN  ‘World Heritage’ is a type of heritage (as defined by
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L BUROTIKAREEEE ERENRLLTUET, to be shared by humanity as a w
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: iy HhHh, BATERCNET 4 O REKEEN DG There are three types of World Heritage Sites:
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NTLFLED . SH3E7 A2 6 HICEM 5 fFELLT & there have been four World Natural Heritage Sites
EXE, ErE. hMEEISRUEEE | O=iEhkE  registered in Japan until June 2011, and as of July
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je Site, Amami Istand
TN 0. YA

the World Heritage Convention adopted in 1972) that
is registered on the World Heritage List, which was

and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). This list registers
heritage that is valuable to the extent that it deserves
le, _Erossing
borders and ethnicity, and pas: G

Sites, Cultural Sites, and Mixed Sites. Previously

26th, 2021, there are five registrations, with the fifth
being ‘Amami-Oshima Island, Tokunoshima Island,
Northern Part of Okinawa Island,and Iriomote Island.
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Amami Gunto National Park.
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The Amami Archipelago boasts a diverse natural environment:
the largest subtropical-evergreen forest in Japan that is home to
rare species like the Amami rabbit. as well as the northernmost =
coral reefs in the world, tidal flats, and even mangroves. These
outstanding habitats, cultures and lifestyle of people coexisting
with nature were recognized as representative of Japan, thus the
Amami Gunto National Park was designated on March 7, 2017. We
are dedicated to employing sustainable tourism efforts to preserve
the unique nature left by our ancestors for the sake of future

generations.
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The Forest of Amami— a Treasure Trove of ‘Valuable Flora ancf Tauna
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Many incredibly valuable species of flora and fauna inhabit the forests of Amami. In order to convey the importance of this
wildlife to following generations and ensure its preservation, Amami City has enacted various measures such as the Amami

City Endangered Wildlife Protection Ordinance.
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Festrvals ¢, Events
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Amami City holds a variety ol events and festivals throughout the year,
such as the Amami Festival (Naze), the Santaro Festival (Sumiyo), and
the Ayamaru Festival (Kasari). Please have a look at these photos of the

festivities.
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Creating a City of Health I Longevity
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Amami City has established a continuous support system for
marriage, pregnancy, childbirth and child care, and actively
promotes comprehensive countermeasures to the falling birth rate
of Japan. We are striving to create an environment where every
citizen can live healthily with peace of mind, from children to the
elderly and those with disabilities.
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Creating a Tourism Destination Island through Cooperation with Industries
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In order to fully capitalize on the benefi

tourism destination is
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prevention systéems as well as improving infrastructure
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Creating a City of Education and Culture, Teaching and Learning in the Region
dl
& T A I EL’CL‘ HHEBREOH, Zlifﬁd)%:’ﬂ(tffﬂ,m While the educational environment faces various problems, based
'(355 ri{ﬁﬁﬂ;*ﬁé Lt 2 2 (E_;;kt,v@i@;}: #,7-H 7%y  on our educational motto "hometown education rooted in the
DL L. F? T L7 5O REREE 1e 3 LBLT. region - delight the children of Amami - ," through “the growth
_' 8 N % B 2. T 7tk 1 1 e support project of children emotion,” we promote the educational
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i y . policy with exchange and combination of schools, homes, regions
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Creating an Attractive Region
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Amami city has diverse world-class nature, cultures and "spirit of
Yui (tie)” to support with each other.

To make the city attractive with these features, we promote the
region to be an island model by various knowledges and know-
hows through internal and external combination with citizen,
industries and other local governments as well as international

exchanges.
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